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Coronavirus pandemic

Africans in China: We face coronavirus discrimination
By Danny Vincent
BBC News, Hong Kong

Ade* was given until midnight to vacate his apartment.

Five months earlier, the Nigerian student had moved to Guangzhou, southern China, to study
computing at Guangdong university. He had just paid his university fees for the new semester
when his landlord informed him that he needed to leave.

He scrambled to pack his belongings. The police were waiting for him and his roommates
outside.

'In hiding'

When he attempted to drop off his bags at a friend's warehouse, he was prevented from
entering. He spent several nights sleeping on the streets.
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"Look how they are treating us, how they forced us out of our houses and forced us to self-
quarantine," he told the BBC from a hotel in the city.

"They told me that the [test] result is out and I am negative. Still they don't want me to go out."

African community leaders in Guangzhou believe the vast majority of the city's African
population have been forced into quarantine or are sleeping on the streets.

"Some are in hiding," said one community leader over an encrypted social media app.

Every African national tested

In early April, online rumours began to circulate that parts of the city where Africans live and
trade were under lockdown after two Nigerians who had tested positive for the virus escaped.
Chinese media reported that a Nigerian patient had attacked a Chinese nurse.

The health commission began widespread testing of African nationals.

The local authority says it has tested every African national in the city for the coronavirus. It
found that 111 of the more than 4,500 Africans in Guangzhou tested positive.

"They just came with their ambulance and medical team and took us. All they said was that it
was Chinese law and an order from the government," said Hao*, a businessman from Ivory
Coast.



Guangzhou has become a hub for Africans in China.

Towards the end of the century's first decade, hundreds of thousands were thought to live in
the city. Many of them entering the country on short-term visas to buy goods from nearby
factories and send them back to the continent.

By some estimates there were more than 200,000 dwelling in the city. Some settled for the
long term. Many overstayed their visas.

'Africans friendly with locals'

In recent years, the numbers have dwindled. Businessmen have complained of unfair visa
restrictions and unfair treatment. In 2018, small hotels in Xiao Bei Lu, a popular area for
African traders, temporarily turned away Africans from several nations, they told the BBC.

"Most of the Africans living there are nice and friendly with the locals, and they are doing
business as normal for the past years," said one Guangzhou resident who did not want to be
named.

"If there is a problem, it may be that some Africans are overstaying and doing some illegal
things.

"The conflict over the virus test, I think it is something of a misunderstanding. It is not about
racial discrimination. That's not the style of the Guangzhou people," he said.

"People are not hostile to Africans in their mind, unless some Africans are doing things
against the local rules," he added.
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You may also like to read:

The street brawl with Africans in China that never was

A dazed city emerges from the harshest of lockdowns

China and the virus that threatens everything

Coronavirus lessons from president who led Ebola fight

The Chinese government dismissed claims of racism, insisting China and Africa are friends,
partners and brothers and that it has zero tolerance to racism.
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But many of those the BBC spoke to say they have been singled out because of their race.

"Ninety-eight per cent of Africans are in quarantine," said one community leader who did not
want to be named.

Wuhan lockdown continues - for some

Africans across China say they are facing increased scrutiny. On the deserted campus of
Wuhan University African faces outnumber Chinese.

"We are the ones that are left behind," says a Ghanaian student in the Chinese city where
coronavirus was first detected.

At the height of the outbreak, an estimated 5,000 African students were stranded in Wuhan
and neighbouring cities, after most sub-Saharan nations failed to evacuate their citizens.

"We feel like sacrificial lambs for no reason. The plan was to keep the people safe by
sacrificing us," asked one student who did not want to be named.

"What was the point as our countries didn't put measures in place to protect the people from
the virus?"

When Wuhan officially ended its lockdown on 8 April, normality began to creep back into the
city.

More than a week on, African students on campuses remain unable to leave the grounds of
the university. They have no information of when their own lockdown will be lifted.
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Back in Guangzhou, a student from Sierra Leone said she believed Africans were being
singled out.

"All of this is happening because there has been a rise in foreign imported cases, [but] the
majority are from Chinese nationals," she said.

"Only a small percentage is made up of Africans."

She received a letter from her university stating that all Africans needed to be tested. Despite
being tested twice she remains in quarantine.

'Others not treated like this'

"With all this happening, the Chinese have exhibited racism and discrimination against black
people here in Guangzhou.

"I know people from my church who are white and non-Africans who are not going through
what we are going through - quarantine and multiple testing," she said.

"Quarantine hotels are like forced detention for blacks."

A Nigerian businessman under quarantine said that "it was the police that removed me from
my apartment and put me on the streets".

"I don't have any problem with my landlord. He didn't even know I had been evicted. My
children slept on the streets for many days."
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A SIMPLE GUIDE: How do I protect myself?

LIVE TRACKER: Coronavirus in Africa

VIDEO: The 20-second hand wash

STRESS: How to look after your mental health

On social media, hundreds of Africans in Guangzhou have organised groups supplying each
other with regular updates. They send photos of numerous hotels and hospitals where
businessmen, residents and students are being held across the city.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51048366
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-4a11d568-2716-41cf-a15e-7d15079548bc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-51637561/coronavirus-watch-how-germs-spread
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799


Some post test results showing that they are negative. Others post medical and hotel bills that
they say they cannot afford to pay. Videos of Africans sleeping on the streets have gone viral.

The Guangdong government has publicised a hotline for "foreigners who experience
discrimination". But for those in quarantine, suspicions remain high. Videos continue to
circulate online of Africans being moved between hotels by ambulance.

Xiao Bei Lu is known as "China's little Africa" but social media videos show that its streets, at
one time packed with African traders, are now deserted.

The names of the interviewees have been changed.

Related Topics

Coronavirus pandemic China Africa–China relations

Share this story About sharing

More on this story

Coronavirus: What the world can learn from Ebola fight
30 March 2020

Coronavirus: China and the virus that threatens everything
11 February 2020

Coronavirus: Wuhan emerges from the harshest of lockdowns
8 April 2020

Africa

mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414%3FSThisFB&display=popup
fb-messenger://share?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_me
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20Africans%20in%20China%3A%20We%20face%20coronavirus%20discrimination&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414
https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414&description=The%20Guangzhou%20authorities%20deny%20their%20actions%20have%20been%20racist%2C%20but%20admit%20that%20all%20African%20nationals%20have%20been%20tested.&title=Africans%20in%20China%3A%20We%20face%20coronavirus%20discrimination&media=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fspecial%2F2015%2Fnewsspec_10857%2Fbbc_news_logo.png%3Fcb%3D1
whatsapp://send?text=BBC%20News%20%7C%20Africans%20in%20China%3A%20We%20face%20coronavirus%20discrimination%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414%3Focid%3Dwsnews.chat-apps.in-app-msg.whatsapp.trial.link1_.auin
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-africa-52309414&title=Africans%20in%20China%3A%20We%20face%20coronavirus%20discrimination&summary=The%20Guangzhou%20authorities%20deny%20their%20actions%20have%20been%20racist%2C%20but%20admit%20that%20all%20African%20nationals%20have%20been%20tested.&source=BBC
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cyz0z8w0ydwt/coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cd39m6424jwt/china
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c0261kv6p3gt/africachina-relations
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52061547
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51449675
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-52197054
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa


Quarantine escapees arrested in Kenyan bar

23 April 2020 Africa

Africa Live: Travel ban imposed across Nigeria to stop virus

23 April 2020

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52374254
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-africa-47639452?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbc_live&ns_linkname=5ea18980c5ad5a06651e4d0b%26Inter-state%20travel%20banned%20in%20Nigeria%20to%20stop%20virus%262020-04-23T12%3A34%3A25.898Z&ns_fee=0&pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:eb4ff737-6c6b-48b9-ad11-ed971ef1d433&pinned_post_asset_id=5ea18980c5ad5a06651e4d0b&pinned_post_type=share


Top Stories

First patients injected in UK Covid vaccine trial
The first two people have been injected as part of a UK study of a Covid-19 vaccine.

3 hours ago

Essential workers in England to get virus tests
1 hour ago

Coronavirus: UK unites in clap for carers
23 April 2020

Features

Why some Nigerians are gloating about coronavirus

23 April 2020

https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52394485
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52401398
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-52391597
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-52372737


Kuenssberg: Pressure builds over lockdown transparency

The parents in lockdown with violent children

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-52404692
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52363197


Coronavirus: Health claims debunked

Why fractious EU still believes together is better

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/52369688/coronavirus-health-claims-debunked
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52383141


Couple hold virtual wedding day in garden

Coronavirus: What is a vaccine and how is one made?

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-england-tyne-52387172/couple-hold-virtual-wedding-day-in-garden
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/health-52382236/coronavirus-what-is-a-vaccine-and-how-is-one-made


Can my boss make me return to work? And other questions

The new house rules of my life under lockdown

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51176409
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52358591


Six-year-old's lockdown song to missed friends

Elsewhere on the BBC

Get your daily coronavirus update
Every day we'll bring you the latest on the pandemic in the UK

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-52403189/six-year-old-s-lockdown-song-to-missed-friends
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/p05299nl?xtor=CS8-1000-%5BPromo_Box%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BPS_SOUNDS~C~~P_TheCoronavirusNewscast%5D


Daily news briefing direct to your inbox
Sign up for our newsletter

Most Read
Coronavirus: First patients injected in UK vaccine trial 1

Coronavirus: EU leaders agree multi-billion euro rescue
package

2

Coronavirus: Birmingham funeral staff 'spat at' by mourners 3

Coronavirus: B&Q reopens stores closed amid lockdown 4

Amazon's £250,000 for bookshops fund stuns trade 5

Coronavirus: Essential workers in England to get tests 6

Merkel warns coronavirus crisis 'still just the beginning' 7

Coronavirus UK map: How many confirmed cases are there in
your area?

8

Lifting of Scottish coronavirus lockdown 'likely to be phased' 9

Knife crime in England and Wales rises to record high, ONS
figures show

10

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsletters/newsdaily/zhp28xs
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52394485
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-52391597
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-birmingham-52396748
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52393074
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52400911
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52401398
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52394645
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-51768274
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-52394685
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52395986


Why you can trust BBC News

BBC News Services

Explore the BBC

Copyright © 2020 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our
approach to external linking.

On your mobile

On smart speakers

Get news alerts

Contact BBC News

Home News

Sport Reel

Worklife Travel

Future Culture

Music TV

Weather Sounds

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters

Advertise with us AdChoices / Do Not Sell My Info

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-41670342
https://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/reel
https://www.bbc.com/worklife
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/culture/music
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9m
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://advertising.bbcworldwide.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/

