Chapter 6 







Regional Geography of North America

Introduction  (161-163)

1.  How many years old is the earth?  ______________________

2. Name and describe the three layers of the earth:

a. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe tectonic forces.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What happens when 2 plates are pushed together over millions of years and the rock layers of the crust crumple up? (Give 2 examples in North America {NA}) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe how volcanic mountains are created: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Give 2 examples of where you would find volcanic mountains in NA? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Define erode: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is a glacier? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What happened to the melted ice that once covered NA? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  How did glaciers help to make the prairies flat and bare? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. How did colonists from Europe view the environment differently than the original inhabitants of NA? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Define climate. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Define vegetation. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What region is the Okanagan Valley a part of?  Why do you think so? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Appalachian Region  (p. 164-165)

1. Why are the Appalachian Mountains relatively low? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Coal, oil and gas can be found in the sedimentary layers of rock in this region.  What is sedimentary rock? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What made the Grand Banks an ideal breeding ground for fish? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are coniferous trees? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What are deciduous trees? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Coastal Plains  (p. 166-167)

1. Define swamps. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Define marshes. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Define delta. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why are there so many swamps and marshes in this region? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Lowlands  (p.168-169)

1. What is an escarpment?  What is the best known escarpment? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Define continental climate. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think that the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Lowlands is the most populous region in Canada? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Interior Plains  (p. 170-171)

1. How far north do the Interior Plains go? _____________________

2. How are tornadoes created? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Define vortex. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Explain why there is so much diversity in the Interior Plains Region. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Canadian Shield  (p. 172-173)

1. How old is the Canadian Shield?  ____________________________

2. What percentage of Canada does the Canadian Shield cover? __________________________

3. Define muskeg. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe what a boreal forest is. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why is the Shield referred to as a “mineral storehouse”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Western Cordillera  (p.174-175)

1. What type of mountains are the costal chains? _________________

2. What type are the inner ranges? ___________________________

3. Why are the mountains of the Western Cordillera considered “new”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are the Rocky Mountains also referred to as? ____________________________________________________

5. Define maritime climate. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why do we refer to Pacific North American forests as temperate rain forests? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Intermountain Region  (p. 176-177)

1. Define plateau. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Define brackish.  Give an example of a brackish lake. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is the Intermountain Region so dry?  

Include a definition of rain-shadow. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Arctic  (p. 178-179)

1. Why is the Arctic so cold? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Define tundra. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is permafrost? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

