
Social Psychology Homework Assignment  

NAME: 










Date :______________
Due: 
Important:  Please type your answers or print neatly.  (Handwritten responses must be legible to receive credit.)

Coding: aim of a cartoon to convey a pointed message.
Research Methods


The goal of this assignment is to give you a better sense of how social psychology research is done and how researchers quantify social constructs.  In addition, this assignment will demonstrate the difficulty involved in studying social psychological issues.


For this assignment, you need to select a half hour cartoon to watch that contains at least some violence.  Some possibilities include South Park, Family Guy, The Simpsons, etc.  Choose one cartoon and complete this assignment WHILE watching the cartoon.  Ideally, I would like you to watch the cartoon and complete this assignment with at least one other classmate if possible.  If this is not possible, then recruit a friend to do it with you or, if necessary, complete it alone. You will be coding the cartoon for the presence of violence as you watch it.  But first, you must decide upon a few important issues.  So, before watching the cartoon, you and your classmate/friend should discuss the following questions and make some decisions – you both/all need to agree! Use the back of this sheet if you need more room.

1. What is television violence?

2. What will you code as television violence?  That is, what is your operational definition of television violence?  Will you include verbal aggression?  Physical aggression?  Is injury to another necessary for something to be considered violence?  What about psychological injury?  Etc.  Be specific! That is, what acts of violence do you intend to code while you view the cartoon?

3. Once you decide on how to code television violence in cartoons, indicate what cartoon you will code and write the name of it here as well as the time and day that the cartoon aired.  You may also use a videotaped cartoon.

**NOTE:  YOU MIGHT WANT TO PV, YouTube, and or Record THE CARTOON YOU SELECT SO THAT YOU CAN STOP THE VIDEO WHILE CODING IF YOU NEED MORE TIME TO WRITE!



Cartoon:



Day of airing/time:

Violent

Incident

Number


Brief Description of the Incident

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8


	


	9
	

	10
	


Need more space? Continue on back if you chose a really violent cartoon!!

After coding the cartoon for violence ( answer the questions below and on the following page…

4.
Did you complete this assignment with a classmate?  If so, who?  If not, did you complete it with a friend or did you complete it alone?

5.
If you completed this assignment with another person, how difficult was it for you to agree on what constitutes cartoon violence?  On what issues did you disagree?

6.
Did you find behaviors, etc. in the cartoon that you did not think of as violent when you were deciding on your operational definition of cartoon violence? Provide at least one example.  What did you do about these? Did you revise your operational definition as you watched the cartoon?  Why or why not?

7. What challenges do you think researchers face when coding television violence?

8. Do you think television violence has an effect on children’s behaviors?  Why or why not?

