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    Name:
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Background Information
· Nathaniel Hawthorne was born in _______________________ on July 4, 1804, into the sixth generation of his Salem family. 

· His ancestors included businessmen, judges, and sailors—all Puritans. One ancestor was a judge at the ______________________________ trials.

· Most of Hawthorne's early stories were published _____________________ (without an author's name) in magazines and giftbooks. 

· Success for Hawthorne's short stories came slowly, but the best of them have become American ______________________________. 

· The period 1850 to 1853 was Hawthorne's most productive for writing. His best known work was __________________________________, published in 1850. 

BEFORE READING

Think about:

1. Based on the title, what do you think Dr. Heidegger’s experiment might be?
2. If someone offered you the chance to live part of your life over again, would you take it? Why or why not? Write at least 3 sentences.
DURING READING

“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”

1. Give a brief summary of each of the following characters and his/her flaws.
Mr. Medbourne-
Colonel Killigrew-
Mr. Gascoigne-
Widow Wycherly-
2. Describe Dr. Heidegger's study in detail. What does it remind you of?
3. Who is depicted in the portrait hanging on the far side of Dr. Heidegger’s chamber?
4. What legends are associated with the black book of magic?
5. What reaction do Dr. Heidegger’s guests have when he first tells them the nature of his “experiment”? 

6. What evidence does Dr. Heidegger provide them with as evidence that he’s telling the truth?

7. Who is Ponce de Leon, and what was he seeking?

8. What warning does Dr. Heidegger give his guests before they drink?

9. After drinking the liquid, how do the four guests behave?  What does each one think about?
Mr. Medbourne-
Colonel Killigrew-
Mr. Gascoigne-
Widow Wycherly-
10. An ALLUSION is: _________________________________________________________

While Dr. Heidegger watches his transformed guests, what allusion is used to describe how he looks (p. 4)?
11. How do the guests behave on p. 5? What do you predict is going to happen?

12. What happens to Sylvia’s rose? What does this foreshadow? 

13. What do the characters decide to do at the end of the story? Do you think this is wise or foolish? Why?
AFTER READING

1. THEME is: _______________________________________________________________

What do you think is the theme of the story?  Offer evidence and an explanation.

2. A SYMBOL: _______________________________________________________________

example: a dove is a symbol of peace; a hawk is a symbol of war
3. Explain what each of the following symbols represents:

skeleton-
rose (withered)-
Fountain of Youth-
butterfly-
mirror-
Extension activity: Epilogue

An EPILOGUE is a short section at the end of a literary work which discusses what happens to the characters after the main story.

At the end of Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment it is mentioned that four of the characters will make a journey to Florida. Your assignment is to write at least 1 page telling about this adventure. In your epilogue, use at least two sentences of dialogue with proper punctuation. The one page epilogue will be worth 15 points.  In grading your essay we will be looking for logical ideas, dialogue, use of ideas from this prewriting sheet, as well as connections to the original story.

Example of dialogue:


“My dear old friends,” repeated Dr.Heideggger, “may I count on you?”


“Of course you can,” replied Widow Wycherly.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Prewriting sheet to fill in before writing:
How will the four of them get to Florida?   What will happen on the journey? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What obstacles will they face?  Will they overcome these obstacles?  How?

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the characters’ trip to Florida be successful?  Explain.
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

